
ReadingComprehensionPracticeTest

1.Questions1-7.

Inthesixteenthcentury,anageofgreatmarineandterrestrialexploration,FerdinandMagellan

ledthefirstexpeditiontosailaroundtheworld.AsayoungPortuguesenoble,heservedtheking

ofPortugal,buthebecameinvolvedinthequagmireofpoliticalintrigueatcourtandlostthe

king'sfavor.Afterhewasdismissedfrom servicetothekingofPortugal,heofferedtoservethe

futureEmperorCharlesVofSpain.

Apapaldecreeof1493hadassignedalllandintheNewWorldwestof50degreesW longitude

toSpainandallthelandeastofthatlinetoPortugal.MagellanofferedtoprovethattheEast

IndiesfellunderSpanishauthority.OnSeptember20,1519,Magellansetsailfrom Spainwith

fiveships.Morethanayearlater,oneoftheseshipswasexploringthetopographyofSouth

Americainsearchofawaterrouteacrossthecontinent.Thisshipsank,buttheremainingfour

shipssearchedalongthesouthernpeninsulaofSouthAmerica.Finallytheyfoundthepassage

theysoughtnearalatitudeof50degreesS.MagellannamedthispassagetheStraitofAll

Saints,

buttodayweknowitastheStraitofMagellan.

OneshipdesertedwhileinthispassageandreturnedtoSpain,sofewersailorswereprivileged

to

gazeatthatfirstpanoramaofthePacificOcean.Thosewhoremainedcrossedthemeridianwe

nowcalltheInternationalDateLineintheearlyspringof1521afterninety-eightdaysonthe

PacificOcean.Duringthoselongdaysatsea,manyofMagellan'smendiedofstarvationand

disease.

LaterMagellanbecameinvolvedinaninsularconflictinthePhilippinesandwaskilledina

tribalbattle.OnlyoneshipandseventeensailorsunderthecommandoftheBasquenavigator



ElcanosurvivedtocompletethewestwardjourneytoSpainandthusproveonceandforallthat

theworldisround,withnoprecipiceattheedge.

Questions:

Thesixteenthcenturywasanageofgreat___exploration.

A.cosmic

B.land

C.mental

D.commonman

E.noneoftheabove

2.MagellanlostthefavorofthekingofPortugalwhenhebecameinvolvedinapolitical___.

A.entanglement

B.discussion

C.negotiation

D.problems



E.noneoftheabove

3.ThePopedividedNewWorldlandsbetweenSpainandPortugalaccordingtotheirlocationon

onesideortheotherofanimaginarygeographicalline50degreeswestofGreenwichthat

extendsina___direction.

A.northandsouth

B.crosswise

C.easterly

D.southeast

E.northandwest

4.OneofMagellan'sshipsexploredthe___ofSouthAmericaforapassageacrossthe

continent.

A.coastline

B.mountainrange

C.physicalfeatures



D.islands

E.noneoftheabove

5.Fouroftheshipssoughtapassagealongasouthern___.

A.coast

B.inland

C.bodyoflandwithwateronthreesides

D.border

E.answernotavailable

6.Thepassagewasfoundnear50degreesSof___.

A.Greenwich

B.Theequator

C.Spain



D.Portugal

E.Madrid

7.Inthespringof1521,theshipscrossedthe___nowcalledtheInternationalDateLine.

A.imaginarycirclepassingthroughthepoles

B.Imaginarylineparalleltotheequator

C.area

D.landmass

E.answernotfoundinarticle

8.Questions8-14

MarieCuriewasoneofthemostaccomplishedscientistsinhistory.Togetherwithherhusband,

Pierre,shediscoveredradium,anelementwidelyusedfortreatingcancer,andstudieduranium

andotherradioactivesubstances.PierreandMarie'samicablecollaborationlaterhelpedto

unlockthesecretsoftheatom.



Mariewasbornin1867inWarsaw,Poland,whereherfatherwasaprofessorofphysics.Atthe

earlyage,shedisplayedabrilliantmindandablithepersonality.Hergreatexuberancefor

learningpromptedhertocontinuewithherstudiesafterhighschool.Shebecamedisgruntled,

however,whenshelearnedthattheuniversityinWarsawwasclosedtowomen.Determinedto

receiveahighereducation,shedefiantlyleftPolandandin1891enteredtheSorbonne,aFrench

university,wheresheearnedhermaster'sdegreeanddoctorateinphysics.

MariewasfortunatetohavestudiedattheSorbonnewithsomeofthegreatestscientistsofher

day,oneofwhom wasPierreCurie.MarieandPierreweremarriedin1895andspentmany

productiveyearsworkingtogetherinthephysicslaboratory.Ashorttimeaftertheydiscovered

radium,Pierrewaskilledbyahorse-drawnwagonin1906.Mariewasstunnedbythishorrible

misfortuneandenduredheartbreakinganguish.Despondentlysherecalledtheirclose

relationshipandthejoythattheyhadsharedinscientificresearch.Thefactthatshehadtwo



youngdaughterstoraisebyherselfgreatlyincreasedherdistress.

Curie'sfeelingofdesolationfinallybegantofadewhenshewasaskedtosucceedherhusband

as

aphysicsprofessorattheSorbonne.Shewasthefirstwomantobegivenaprofessorshipat

the

world-famousuniversity.In1911shereceivedtheNobelPrizeinchemistryforisolatingradium.

AlthoughMarieCurieeventuallysufferedafatalillnessfrom herlongexposuretoradium,she

neverbecamedisillusionedaboutherwork.Regardlessoftheconsequences,shehaddedicated

herselftoscienceandtorevealingthemysteriesofthephysicalworld.

TheCuries'____collaborationhelpedtounlockthesecretsoftheatom.

A.friendly

B.competitive

C.courteous

D.industrious



E.chemistry

9.Mariehadabrightmindanda__personality.

A.strong

B.lighthearted

C.humorous

D.strange

E.envious

10.WhenshelearnedthatshecouldnotattendtheuniversityinWarsaw,shefelt___.

A.hopeless

B.annoyed

C.depressed

D.worried

E.noneoftheabove



11.Marie___byleavingPolandandtravelingtoFrancetoentertheSorbonne.

A.challengedauthority

B.showedintelligence

C.behaved

D.wasdistressed

E.answernotavailableinarticle

12._____sherememberedtheirjoytogether.

A.Dejectedly

B.Worried

C.Tearfully

D.Happily

E.Sorrowfully

13.Her____begantofadewhenshereturnedtotheSorbonnetosucceedherhusband.



A.misfortune

B.anger

C.wretchedness

D.disappointment

E.ambition

14.Eventhoughshebecamefatallyillfrom workingwithradium,MarieCuriewasnever____.

A.troubled

B.worried

C.disappointed

D.sorrowful

E.disturbed

15.Questions15-19.



MountVesuvius,avolcanolocatedbetweentheancientItaliancitiesofPompeiiand

Herculaneum,hasreceivedmuchattentionbecauseofitsfrequentanddestructiveeruptions.

The

mostfamousoftheseeruptionsoccurredinA.D.79.

Thevolcanohadbeeninactiveforcenturies.Therewaslittlewarningofthecomingeruption,

althoughoneaccountunearthedbyarchaeologistssaysthatahardrainandastrongwindhad

disturbedthecelestialcalm duringtheprecedingnight.Earlythenextmorning,thevolcano

pouredahugeriverofmoltenrockdownuponHerculaneum,completelyburyingthecityand

fillingintheharborwithcoagulatedlava.

Meanwhile,ontheothersideofthemountain,cinders,stoneandashraineddownonPompeii.

Sparksfrom theburningashignitedthecombustiblerooftopsquickly.Largeportionsofthecity

weredestroyedintheconflagration.Fire,however,wasnottheonlycauseofdestruction.

Poisonoussulphuricgasessaturatedtheair.Theseheavygaseswerenotbuoyantinthe

atmosphereandthereforesanktowardtheearthandsuffocatedpeople.



Overtheyears,excavationsofPompeiiandHerculaneum haverevealedagreatdealaboutthe

behaviorofthevolcano.Byanalyzingdata,muchasazoologistdissectsaspecimenanimal,

scientisthaveconcludedthattheeruptionchangedlargeportionsofthearea'sgeography.For

instance,itturnedtheSarnoRiverfrom itscourseandraisedthelevelofthebeachalongthe

BayofNaples.MeteorologistsstudyingtheseeventshavealsoconcludedthatVesuviuscaused

Ahugetidalwavethataffectedtheworld'sclimate.

Inadditiontomakingtheseinvestigations,archaeologistshavebeenabletostudytheskeletons

ofvictimsbyusingdistilledwatertowashawaythevolcanicash.Bystrengtheningthebrittle

boneswithacrylicpaint,scientistshavebeenabletoexaminetheskeletonsanddraw

Conclusionsaboutthedietandhabitsoftheresidents.Finally,theexcavationsatbothPompeii

andHerculaneum haveyieldedmanyexamplesofclassicalart,suchasjewelrymadeofbronze,

whichisanalloyofcopperandtin.

TheeruptionofMountVesuviusanditstragicconsequenceshaveprovideduswithawealthof

dataabouttheeffectsthatvolcanoescanhaveonthesurroundingarea.Todayvolcanologists

Canlocateandpredicteruptions,savinglivesandpreventingthedestructionofcitiesand

cultures.

Herculaneum anditsharborwereburiedunder___lava.

A.liquid

B.solid

C.flowing

D.gas



E.answernotavailable

16.Thepoisonousgaseswerenot___intheair.

A.abletofloat

B.visible

C.abletoevaporate

D.invisible

E.abletocondense

17.ScientistsanalyzeddataaboutVesuviusinthesamewaythatazoologist___aspecimen.

A.describesindetail

B.studiesbycuttingapart

C.photographs

D.chart



E.answernotavailable

18.____haveconcludedthatthevolcaniceruptioncausedatidalwave.

A.Scientistwhostudyoceans

B.Scientistwhostudyatmosphericconditions

C.Scientistwhostudyash

D.Scientistwhostudyanimalbehavior

E.Answernotavailableinarticle

19.Scientisthaveused___watertowashawayvolcanicashfrom theskeletonsofvictims.

A.bottled

B.volcanic

C.purified

D.sea

E.fountain




